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Black History Month Celebration: Two Exhibitions to Open at Banneker-Douglass Museum

ANNAPOLIS, MD- The Banneker-Douglass Museum (BDM) will present an opening reception for two
rousing exhibitions on Saturday, February 7, 2015 from 1:00p.m.-3:00p.m. The museum is one of five
Maryland sites selected by the Maryland Humanities Council to host Hometown Teams: How Sports
Shaped America. This state-of-the-art traveling exhibition, created by SITES: the Smithsonian
Institution Travelling Exhibition Service, explores our nation’s love of sports and its connection to
American culture and identity. As a part of the selection, the five host sites were charged with creating a
sports-centered companion exhibition.

The BDM exhibition is Untold Stories: Athletes of Maryland’s Four Historically Black Colleges and
Universities. Untold Stories celebrates the stellar achievements of athletes, who helped shape African
American college athletics. Untold Stories infuses both locally- and nationally-known sports figures,
who matriculated through the Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) in Maryland.
Featured athletes include Hall of Fame offensive tackle, and first African American to coach a
professional football team, Art Shell; Maryland’s tennis pioneer, Ann Koger; and two-time Olympic
Gold and Silver Medalist, Rochelle Stevens. Artifacts showcased in the exhibition range from a
megaphone used by spirit squads in the 1950’s to a commemorative medallion from the 1986 Pro
Football Hall of Fame induction ceremony. The exhibition, produced in partnership with the University
of Maryland Eastern Shore, will introduce visitors to unknown aspects of HBCU athletics. Come and
celebrate these Untold Stories with the BDM, as it looks back to inspire a new generation of athletes.

The Banneker-Douglass Museum is the first stop for the Hometown Teams exhibition; its six-week run
ends March 28, 2015. Untold Stories ends October 17, 2015.

The event is free and open to the public. Registration is encouraged by February 3, 2015. To register,
please contact LeRonn Herbert at 410.216.6181 and or email him at:
bannekerdouglassmuseum@gmail.com. The Banneker-Douglass Museum is located at 84 Franklin
Street, Annapolis, Maryland 21401.
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For high-resolution images or interviews with BDM Curator of Exhibitions, Shakia Gullette, call the Banneker
Douglass Museum.

As the State of Maryland’s official museum of African American heritage, the Banneker-Douglass Museum serves to
document, interpret, and promote the history and culture of African American Marylanders through exhibitions, programs, and
projects in order to improve the understanding and appreciation of America’s rich cultural diversity for all. The Banneker-
Douglass Museum is a component of the Maryland Commission on African American History and Culture, which is a unit of
the Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives.
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Art Shell
Courtesy University of Maryland Eastern Shore
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Morgan State University Football
Courtesy Dr. Edwin Johnson



